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If you are not the person to whom this was addressed or no longer wish to
receive newsletters please let us know, one it saves money and two reduces
unnecessary work. Our contact information is on page 2.

2011 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Our eighth annual Conference will take place on Tuesday 8th February 2011 at

the Brittania Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.  We will have a range of speakers and

workshops as usual, together with static displays.  We also anticipate that the

event will again be heavily sponsored.

At this Conference we will again be presenting awards to individuals who have

made outstanding contributions to their Pubwatch. Please note your diary and tell

colleagues within both you organisation and the partner agencies with whom you

work.  Please also check our website for periodical updates of its content.

To book early, either Email or write to us for an application form or download direct

from our website www.nationalpubwatch.org.uk and forward it to us.

NATIONAL PUBWATCH  REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES

We work hard to provide you with support; either through our website, newsletter

or direct contact with a named representative. Several members of the National

Pubwatch Committee are already representatives for various regions throughout

England and Wales. However we intend to increase the number of regional rep-

resentatives in order to improve our outreach. 

To this end we have recently appointed the following  individuals who have a
Continued on Page 2



How to contact us

By E-mail at : admin@nationalpubwatch.org.uk
By Post at:    National Pubwatch PO Box 3523 Barnet EN5 9LQ
By Phone: Awaits      

Paul Wotton (Newsletter Editor) 020 8360 0612                   
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NATIONAL PUBWATCH WEBSITE AND NEWSLETTER

The National Pubwatch Committee recently held their annual policy and planning

seminar at which we discussed a number of issues relating to how we communi-

cate with Pubwatch members now and in the future:

The NPW Website

We are currently undertaking some background work to improve our website and

make it more user-friendly. The new facilities will include a direct link to allow peo-

ple to subscribe to the NPW mailing list in order to receive a newsletter.

The NPW Newsletter 

Currently we publish and distribute over 21,000 newsletters by post four times

each year.  As you can imagine the cost to our organisation is considerable. In

recent years due to increased postage charges we have had to reduce the size

of the newsletter from A4 to A5.  Nonetheless the current economic downturn has

meant that we have had to take the unfortunate decision to reduce the number of

annual editions from four to three. From now on we will publish and distribute the

newsletter in October, February and June. Hopefully this will allow us to consoli-

date the content and where possible increase the number of pages per edition.

E-Newsletter

Looking to the future we wish ultimately to circulate all our 

proven track record in working with Pubwatch schemes.

Please be aware that they are carrying out a voluntary role in addition to their day

job so they may not be able to give you an immediate response to your call for

assistance. They are:

Dave Daly Lancashire

David Barrett South and Mid Wales

John Shipp Dorset and Hampshire

Paul Neades Herefordshire, Worcestershire amd Gloucestershire

They will endeavour to capture every opportunity to promote Pubwatch in their

geographic area. For a full list of regional representatives please visit our website.

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 3
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newsletters by Email. This will not only save our voluntary

organisation a considerable sum of money but eventually we hope it will allow us

to provide you with more timely information that will keep you up to date with

issues that are affecting Pubwatch schemes. To help us to build the necessary

database and to allow you to make full use of this facility, we invite you to provide

us with your name and address, position and Email address by sending a mes-

sage to admin@nationalpubwatch.org.uk. In due course you will be able to sub-

scribe and unsubscribe direct through the NPW website.

Continued from Page 2

BINGE BRITAIN 1904

Early in the 20th Century a rogues’ gallery of ‘habitual drunkards’, whose offences

included being caught while in charge of a horse, carriage and even a steam

engine, was distributed to 250 pub landlords managed by the Holt Brewery. Thus,

a version of Pubwatch existed even then! The report included photos and descrip-

tions of offenders who were not to be sold alcohol due to their reputation and past

crimes. Issued a century ago, these drunken persons were given the equivalent

of modern-day ASBOs, in that they were banned from being served in pubs

because of their past behaviour. 

Information was compiled by the Watch Committee of the City of Birmingham,

which was set up by the police to enforce the Licensing Act 1902. The Act was

passed in an attempt to deal with public drunks, giving police the power to appre-

hend those found drunk in any public place and unable to take care of them-

selves.

Similar lists were created for cities across the country and were commonly dis-

tributed by the area’s major brewery. People were placed on the list after receiv-

ing four convictions under the Inebriates Act 1898, which included being ‘intoxi-

cated to the point of complete incompetence’ and ‘being found in a shebeen’ – an

illicit bar that sold alcohol without a licence. Other offences included riding a horse

whilst under the influence or drink-driving a steam engine.

Each drunkard’s entry includes photographs (front and profile views), their name,

alias, residence, employment, physical description, distinguishing marks, nature

of conviction and the sentence received. The detailed description also lists distin-

guishing marks such as tattoos and scars, and their professions, including prosti-

tutes, ‘bedstead polishers’, ‘hawkers’, and even ‘grease merchants’.

The collection only exists today because the brewery kept hold of them and the

Black List has now been published online for the first time by Ancestry – see

Ancestry.co.uk. Ancestry’s Dan Jones said: ‘Although it is a small collection, the

Black List paints a fascinating picture of some of Birmingham’s most debauched

characters from the turn of the last century and we hope to compliment it with sim-

ilar lists from other cities in the future.’
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BEST BAR NONE SHOWCASE + THEIR 
100th SCHEME

Best Bar None (BBN) is a nationally recognised award scheme supported by the

Home Office and aimed at promoting responsible management and operation of

alcohol licensed premises. It was piloted in Manchester in 2003 and found to

improve standards and reduce crime in the night time economy, with premises

now competing to participate.  The close involvement of Pubwatch members has

been instrumental in the promotion of a significant number of successful

schemes.

Statistics taken from a recent individual scheme evaluation show a drop of

between 22 and 56% in alcohol related crime, NHS savings of up to £632,000 and

a 28% increase in trade, with BBN schemes highlighted as one of the major con-

tributors towards this.

At a recent a Parliamentary Reception at The House of Lords, Lord Redesdale,

Chairman of BBN, said, “Tougher regulation will cost money in a time when the

Government is trying to save money. Best Bar None achieves far more by work-

ing in a voluntary partnership with the industry and has achieved far more than

new regulations could for almost nothing.”

Home Office Minister for Crime Prevention, James Brokenshire, said: “The gov-

ernment is committed to tackling alcohol-related crime and disorder and supports

any initiative that raises standards in licensed premises and encourages a safer

environment for responsible people to enjoy a good night out.”

Durham City, who won ‘The Most Innovative Scheme’ at last year’s BBN confer-

ence, was represented by Carol Feenan, City Centre & BBN Co-

ordinator/Nightsafe Initiative. Carol said, “BBN is achieving some fantastic results

which is a real testament to the diligence of licensees involved with the scheme.”

Nick Simmonite from The Frog & Parrot, Sheffield has been crowned the first BBN

National Winner. The other finalists were:-

Samantha Bridge, Club 147, Llandudno

Adam Chilton, TS One, Middlesbrough

Ronnie Lannin. University of Plymouth Students Union

Gemma Rowlands, Yates, Swindon

Gordon Tartt, Barbacoa, Liverpool

All finalists were overall winners from individual BBN schemes throughout the UK

and would have shown during their individual assessments that they are operat-

ing at a high level.

Continued on Page 5
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Nick said, “It has been a great honour to win the first BBN

national award and proves best practice and social responsibility are a top priori-

ty to guarantee a good safe night out in the heart of Sheffield.”  

Oldham has recently become the 100th Best Bar None (BBN) scheme. Oldham’s

reputation for a rowdy night out has cast a shadow over the town for some time

now. The town also appears as one of the top 50 priority areas from the Home

Office. It was agreed new steps were needed to improve the townand night time

economy. Oldham has been working hard at reducing crime and disorder and

turning around the negative national image that has been portrayed. 

Continued from Page 4

LICENSING POLICY – PUBWATCH MEMBERSHIP

We are aware that some councils continue to include compulsory Pubwatch

membership as a condition of receiving a licence. We do not believe that such

blanket conditions are in the spirit of the Licensing Act 2003 or that such policies

take into account the traditional voluntary nature of Pubwatch schemes. This is a

view that we have consistently given to local councils when they have sought our

advice on their licensing policies. 

We have recently contacted the Local Government Regulation Group, formerly

the Local Authorities Coordinators and Regulatory Services (LACORS). They are

the central body responsible for overseeing local authority regulatory and related

services in the UK.

The Local Government Regulation Group have agreed with our views on this mat-

ter whilst at the same time acknowledging that membership of a Pubwatch

scheme is good practice. They have updated the advice given on their website so

that it now includes the following wording:

“The policy should also state that the licensing authority cannot impose blanket

standard conditions. LACORS’ view is that the policy could, however, set out the

authority’s expectations regarding management standards for licensed premises,

and can encourage operators to address key issues within their operating sched-

ules, on the basis that applications that do so are less likely to attract represen-

tations from responsible authorities. The authority’s expectations might stem from

schemes such as local Pubwatch, Best Bar None, Purple Flag or other local or

national positive improvement schemes and links to such schemes could be list-

ed within the policy for operators to refer to.”
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Breaking
point

www.supportandcare.org

If you have reached
it, we can help sort
things out.
Call us 01344 898550

Advertisement

NATIONAL PUBWATCH GOLF DAY 2010

In September, National Pubwatch hosted the Licensed Trade Charity Golf Day at

the Windmill Village Hotel & Golf Club on A45 near Coventry. 5 teams took part

in an 18-hole Stapleford match: Reliance Security; AXIS Security; Blue Mountain

Systems; The Woodman Inn and National Pubwatch. 

Reliance Security was the overall team winner, reaching the finals of the Licensed

Trade Golf Tournament at Woburn on the 18th October 2010. The following indi-

vidual winners also reached these finals:  Anthony Parker; Mark Davis and Tim

Hodgekinson. 

A good day was had by all. Patrick Duddy, from the Licensed Trade Charity, was

a guest at the after-match dinner and gave a good account of its support for those

who work within the licensed trade. The day raises £400 for this charity. National

Pubwatch would like to thank the sponsors for this event - AXIS Security, Blue

Mountain Systems, Servicom and Carlsberg UK.

TERRORISM CONFERENCE

Anti-terrorism officers gave pub and club managers advice on what to do in the

event of a terror attack in Reading town centre at a conference  organised recent-

ly by Reading Pubwatch. This conference is held every year since the attempted

bomb attack on the Tiger Tiger bar in London’s West End in 2007.

DS Billson, South East Counter Terrorism Unit (SECTU) said: “It raises people’s

level of awareness and reminds them that the threat hasn’t gone away. Whilst the

terror threat level in the UK is currently set at ‘severe’, we are not suggesting for

one moment that Reading is under any more threat than any other part of the

country.”

Delegates were shown a video, specifically targeting the Continued on Page 7
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night-time economy, which focuses on a family night out,

commencing with a quiet birthday meal in a restaurant until disaster strikes when

the brother and sister go on to a nightclub which is

the target of a terror attack. The film was stopped

at key points and the teams asked to consider what

they would do next.

Town centre Pubwatch secretary, Bill Donne said:

“We think it’s important to understand the potential

risks to your business and to have the policies and

plans in place to cope if such an incident took

place. It’s about contingency planning. If some-

thing happens let’s not just think about it on the

night. Let’s have a drill and rehearsa so we are well prepared.”

Continued from Page 6

REBALANCING THE LICENSING ACT – HOME
OFFICE CONSULTATION

Whilst the BBPA and other trade bodies acknowledge that some changes and

improvements could be made, they asked the Government to not include any fun-

damental changes to the Licensing Act under the Police and Social Responsibility

Bill because it mainly relates to policing. Additionally, they requested that the

Government:

take a close look at the ever widening price gap between the ‘on’ and 

the ‘off’ trade where supermarkets and other off-licence sales remain rel

atively unregulated;

suspend the new Mandatory Conditions;

re-emphasise the value and contribution of industry-based initiatives 

and partnerships;

enhance the brief reference made to individual responsibility and sup

porting business.

However, concern was also expressed regarding the proposed change to the sta-

tus of the licensing authority so that they are also named as ‘responsible author-

ity’.  The implications are that:

this would enable them not simply to pass judgement on a complaint but

to raise the complaint in the first place;

the extension of Early Morning Restriction Orders to cover the hours 

from 12 midnight to 3am given that their application from 3am–6am 

has only just been introduced with no evaluation of their usefulness or 

necessity;

health authorities will be added as a ‘responsible authority’;

Continued on Page 8



the proposals regarding Temporary Events are extremely complex;

councils might set their own premise licence fees and a night levy that

will affect those who are open after midnight, where there is no 

obligation on the police or the Council to spend any money raised 

to address anti-social behaviour in the early hours.

The proposed changes to the legal foundations of the Licensing Act itself are

causing even more concern. The implications are to:

* reduce the burden of proof on licensing authorities so that they can take

action that is not necessary;

* ensure that licensing authorities accept all representations, notices and

recommendations from the police;

* limit the appeals process so that the magistrates send back any appeal

to the licensing authority – thereby effectively removing the ability to 

appeal other than by judicial review;

* have the decision of the licensing authority remain in place until the 

appeal is heard, unlike the current situation where action is suspended 

until the appeal is heard;

Editor’s Note: It is disappointing that within this consultation document there is no

mention of the positive part Pubwatch plays. Individual schemes are encouraged

to respond by making contact with their local Member of Parliament.
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Continued from Page 7

NATIONAL PUBWATCH POSTERS

The following are some of the posters available to members only and can be

downloaded from our website www.nationalpubwatch.org.uk


